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A Gender-Sensitive Commission ‘;
for Transitional Justice

The Commission for Truth, Reconciliation and Healing (CTRH) and the Compensation and
Reparation Authority (CRA) were signed into law on 11 November 2024, establishing two of
the three transitional justice mechanisms outlined in Chapter 5 of the 2018 Peace
Agreement (R-ARCSS).

Sexual violence is used as a weopon of war during conflicts, as a way to terrorise and @
break the social fabric of populations. It impacts victims in devastating ways, often with

long term effects including bringing up children born of sexual violence, psychosocial or

medical impacts. Sexual violence was widespread in the conflicts in South Sudan but

there is still a huge stigma and socio-economic impacts of these crimes resulting in
under-reporting and inadequate responses.

Why is it important to adopt a Gender-Specific Approach in
Transitional Justice?
Lessons to ensure the CTRH is gender-

progressive, not gender blind!
Contextual Realities

e Experience from South Africa, Sierra Leone, ~ in South Sudan:
Liberia, Colombia, and Timor-Leste shows
that specific strategies are needed to e |nformation may not reach rural areas
prevent a gender-blind, process that can or women

silence the lived experiences of women,
particularly survivors of sexual violence.

Mainstreaming gender is not enough. Social
stigma and cultural practices mean these
crimes are hugely under reported, resulting
in inadequate responses. A dedicated
strategy is needed to address the many
barriers faced by CRSV survivors, including:

o information,

o accessibility

o respect, dignity, privacy,

confidentiality, professionalism,

o safe spaces and support

o protection of identity

o referrals to services

Dedicated approaches can amplify
survivors' voices, ensure safe and
supportive engagement, and influence
reparations and institutional reforms
meaningfully.

¢ Social stigma, patriarchal norms, and
fear of retaliation silence many
survivors of CRSV.

e Women and girls face structural and
cultural barriers to accessing justice
and truth-telling mechanisms.

e South Sudan’s high rates of
displacement, early marriage, and
poverty further compound the
invisibility of gender-based harms.

o Adequate support is not available to
address the impacts of sexual violence,
which include

o abandonment by husbands and
families;

children born of CRSV;

physical injuries like fistula;

long term trauma;

destitution.

O O O O



What gender-sepcific
provisions are in the CTRH and
CRA Acts (2024)?

Selection Panel for Commissioners: The
composition of the selection panel must include
representatives from womens’ groups, persons

with disabilities and a representative of a victims'’

advocacy group - all of whom could be women
(Art.10).

Commission Composition: The CTRH will have
seven Commissioners: at least two South
Sudanese women and one non-South Sudanese
woman. At least 35% of the Commissioners will
be women, though we propose 3 out of 7 (Art. T1).

Authority Board Representation: The CRA
established a 177-member Board to oversee the
work of the Authority. It must include a
representative from women'’s groups (Art. 11).

Victim and Witness Protection: The CTRH shall
implement robust measures to protect victims
and witnesses, in particular youth, women and
children. Protection measures include the
conduct of closed hearings and identity
protection of victims and witnesses (Art. 8(6)).

Public Engagement and Awareness: The CTRH
shall carry out public education, awareness-
raising and civic engagement activities to inform
the public, in particular youth and women (Art.
8(18)).

Specialized Desks and Committees: As part of
its mandate, the CTRH shall establish specialized
committees and desks for persons with
disabilities, women, youth, and elderly persons
(Art. 34).

@ Recommendations
%

1. Inmediately establish a Specialised
Committee on CRSV under the authority granted
by the CTRH Act 2024;

2. Resource and train all CTRH staff to apply
gender-sensitive and trauma-informed approaches
across all work streams;

3. Collaborate closely with women's rights
organisations, traditional leaders, and
community-based networks to ensure safe access
and support for survivors;

4. Implement the protective measures
rigorously, guided by international standards;

5. Ensure that gender-based findings inform

reparations, reforms, and public
memorialization efforts.

Need more information?

Connect with CIGPJ or Rights for Peace:
Www.cigpj.org or www.rightsforpeace.org

Resources are available online at
www.rightsforpeace/reports
Email: info@rightsforpeace.org
Facebook: : https://www.facebook.com/cigpj
https://www.facebook.com/rightsforpeace
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South Sudanese Survivors Speak: Stand With Us!

‘Supporting Survivors Through Advocacy and Interim
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